
Syllabus
for course at first level

Introduction to Gender Studies - Critical Perspectives

Introduktion i genusstudier - vetenskapskritiska perspektiv

15.0 Higher Education

Credits

15.0 ECTS credits

Course code: GV5005

Valid from: Autumn 2008

Date of approval: 2008-06-11

Department Department of Ethnology, History of Religions and Gender Studies

Subject Gender Studies

Specialisation: G1N - First cycle, has only upper-secondary level entry requirements

Decision

The course syllabus has been approved by the board of the Department of Ethnology, History of Religions
and Gender Studies at Stockholm University on 11 June 2008.

Prerequisites and special admittance requirements

Basic eligibility.

Course structure

Examination code Name Higher Education Credits

2000 Critical Perspectives 2 7.5

1000 Critical Perspectives 1 7.5

Course content

The course provides wide-ranging information about the importance of the gender perspective and how it has
been analysed scientifically within various social science and humanities subject areas, such as literary
history, cultural studies, history and political science, etc. The course is divided into two modules, Gender
Studies 1 and Gender Studies 2, each worth 7.5 ECTS credits. The modules each present two examples of
such subject-specific critical perspectives, obtained from both the humanities and social sciences. 

Knowledge that has been acquired on the course is applicable within all professions where knowledge of
gender studies is relevant and can be applied. Examples of such professions include:
investigator, journalist, social worker, art director, equal opportunities officer (Equal Opportunities
Ombudsman, etc.), statistician, teacher, police officer, artist, landscape architect, public relations officer,
copywriter, economist, curator, dietician, childminder, aid worker, lawyer, occupational therapist and
designer.

Learning outcomes

Having completed the course, the student has demonstrated an ability to:

- explain a number of key critical issues, perspectives and concepts as they have been covered within subject-
specific gender studies;
- analyse and problematise the above issues, perspectives and concepts in relation to the current debate;
- communicate the above knowledge in both written and oral form.

Education
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The teaching is arranged with one three-hour teaching session per week, which begins with a short lecture and
then becomes a seminar. Active participation is required.

Forms of examination

a. The following method of examination is used: take-home exam.
b. Grades are given according to a criterion-referenced seven-point scale:
A = Excellent
B = Very good
C = Good
D = Satisfactory
E = Adequate
Fx = Insufficient
F = Fail

c. The grading criteria for this course are to be distributed at the beginning of the course.
d. A grade of at least E in all modules is required in order to obtain a grade for the whole course.
e. In order to obtain at least a grade of E, a student who has received an F or Fx has the right to an additional
four tests provided the course is still offered.
A student who has received a grade of E or higher may not take the test again in order to get a higher grade.

A student who has received the grade of Fx or F twice on a given test and by the same examiner can, on
application, be granted a new examiner, unless there are specific reasons against this. The application should
be addressed to the board of the department.

Interim

When the course is no longer offered or its contents have been essentially revised, the student has the right to
be examined according to this course syllabus once per semester for a three-semester period. For information
about transitional regulations for courses in the older pre-Bologna system, the student counsellor or director
of studies at the Department of Ethnology, History of Religions and Gender Studies should be contacted.

Required reading

Course literature
Introduction to Gender Studies – Critical Perspectives 

Texts marked with * can be found in the compendium. The rest can be found in the library, bookshops or on
the Internet to read/download.

Gender Studies 1:

Literary History:

Austen, Jane, Pride and Prejudice. 

* Arping, Åsa, 2002, ‘Fantasi eller verklighet’, in Den anspråksfulla blygsamheten. Auktoritet och genus i
1830-talets svenska romandebatt, Stockholm/Stehag.

Arping, Åsa and Nordenstam, Anna (eds.), 2005, Feministiska litteraturanalyser 1972-2002, Lund.

* Bendictsson, Victoria, 1886, ‘Texten kan väl inte vara värre än själva saken’, Framåt, No. 11. 

* Bjurman, Eva Lis, 1998, ‘Sophie, bildningen och kärleken’, in Catrines intressanta blekhet. Unga kvinnors
möten med de nya kärlekskraven 1750-1830, Stockholm/Stehag. 

* Haennel, Ingeborg Nordin and Sjöblad, Christina, ‘Lyckligare ungdom har aldrig funnits. Det moderna
genombrottet i Sverige’, Nordisk kvinnolitteraturhistoria, Band II.

* Key, Ellen, Livslinjer In ‘Kärleken och äktenskapet’. 

Langås, Unni, 2005, ‘”Könets dilemma”, Feminism och litteraturforskning’, in Arping, Åsa and Nordenstam,
Anna (eds.), Feministiska litteraturanalyser 1972-2002, Lund.
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* Larsson, Lisbeth, 1998, ‘Feministisk litteraturkritik i förvandling’, in Bergsten, Staffan (ed.),
Litteraturvetenskap, en inledning, Lund.

Leffler, Anne Charlotte, ‘Sanna kvinnor’, available as an electronic resource to download from the drama
bank.

* Lindén, Claudia, 2002, ‘Äktenskap i fiktion och verklighet‘, Om kärlek. Litteratur, sexualitet och politik hos
Ellen Key, Stockholm/Stehag.

Ney, Birgitta (ed.), ‘The Short Story “Messling” in Synd’, available as an electronic resource on the
university’s website.

Nordenflycht, Hedvig Charlotta, ‘Till Fruentimrens försvar’, Skrifter, pp. 257–267. Available to download on
Svenska Akademin’s website, under ‘Classics on the web’.

* Nordenstam, Anna, 2001, Begynnelser. Litteraturforskningens pionjärkvinnor 1850-1930,
Stockholm/Stehag, pp. 218–230. 

Rosenberg, Tiina, 2002, ‘Om heteronormativ historieskrivning’, in Borgström, Eva (ed.), Makalösa kvinnor.
Könsöverskridanden i myt och verklighet, Göteborg: AlfabetaAnamma.

* Scott, Joan Wallach, 1996, ‘Rereading the History of Feminism’, in Only Paradoxes to Offer: French
Feminists and the Rights of Man, London, pp. 1–18. 

Svanberg, Birgitta, 2005, ‘“Jag är örn, det är min bekännelse”. Örnen som symbol för kvinnlig skaparkraft’,
in Arping, Åsa and Nordenstam, Anna (eds.), Feministiska litteraturanalyser 1972-2002, Lund.

Williams, Anna, 2005, ‘Den kluvna litteraturhistorien’, in Arping, Åsa and Nordenstam, Anna (eds.),
Feministiska litteraturanalyser 1972-2002, Lund.

Wollstonecraft, Mary, 1999, Till Försvar för kvinnans rättigheter, Stockholm: Ordfront förlag.

* Woolf, Virginia, ‘A Room of One’s Own’ (from Esseveld, Johanna and Larsson, Lisbeth [eds.],
Kvinnopolitiska nyckeltexter, Lund 1996).

* Öhrberg, Ann, 2001, Vittra fruntimmer. Författarroll och retorik hos frihetstidens kvinnliga författare,
Uppsala, pp. 243–257. 

Öhrberg, Ann, 2005, ‘Man snärjer Örnens fot. En diskussion av begreppet makt från Hedvig Charlotta
Nordenflychts dikt Fruentimrens Försvar’, in Arping, Åsa and Nordenstam, Anna (eds.), Feministiska
litteraturanalyser 1972-2002, Lund. 

Cultural Studies: 

* Frith, Simon, 2002, Performing Rites: Evaluating Popular Music, Oxford: Oxford University Press,
(Chapter 1).

* Gavanas, Mats Almegård and Werner, Ann, 2007, ‘Män i DJ-bås’, Arena.

* Gavanas, Anna, 2008, Grasping Communities, Ethnos.

Lindgren, Simon, 2005, Populärkultur. Teorier, metoder och analyser, Liber (Chapters 1 & 2).

McClary, Susan, 1991, Feminine Endings: Music, Gender and Sexuality, Minnesota: University of Minnesota
Press. 

Motturi, Aleksander, 2007, Etnotism, Göteborg: Glänta.

* Rietvald, Hillegonda, 2004, ‘Ephemeral Spirit: Sacrificial Cyborg and Communal Soul’, in St John, Graham
(ed.), Rave Culture and Religion, London and New York: Routledge.

*Saldanha, Arun, 2004, ‘Goa Trance and Trance in Goa: Smooth Striations‘, in St John, Graham (ed.), Rave
Culture and Religion, London and New York: Routledge.
Gender Studies 2:
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History:

Caine, Barbara and Sluga, Glenda, 2003, Europas historia 1780-1920: ett genusperspektiv, Stockholm: Natur
och Kultur.

Bergman, Helena, 2001, ‘“En feministisk konspiration”: Kvinnors politiska aktivism för
barnavårdsmannainstitutionens införande i 1910-talets Sverige’, in Florin, Christina and Kvarnström, Lars,
Kvinnor på gränsen till medborgarskap.

Florin, Christina and Kvarnström, Lars, 2001, Kvinnor på gränsen till medborgarskap. Genus, politik och
offentlighet, Atlas KB.

* Göransson, Anita, 2000, ‘Kön som analytisk kategori i historievetenskapen’, in Qvarsell, Roger and Sandin,
Bengt (eds.), Den mångfaldiga historien. 

* Hirdman, Yvonne, 1990, ‘Genussystemet’ (Chapter 3 in SOU 1990:44). 

* Hirdman, Yvonne, 1992, ‘Vad är kvinnohistoria?’, in Hirdman, Yvonne, 2001, Kvinnohistoria: om kvinnors
villkor från antiken till våra dagar.

Ighe, Ann, 2001, ‘Manliga förmyndares medborgerliga rättigheter och skyldigheter – Något om genus som
kvalifikation till offentligheten, omkring 1800-1850’, in Florin, Christina and Kvarnström, Lars, Kvinnor på
gränsen till medborgarskap, pp. 70–93.

* Karlsson Sjögren, Åsa, 2002, ‘Historia, kvinnohistoria, genushistoria’, in Thurén, Britt-Marie (ed.),
Genusvägar. En antologi om genusforskning.

* Manns, Ulla, 2000, ‘Den gifta kvinnans frigörelse. Reflektioner kring rösträtt och myndighet i svensk
kvinnorörelse’, in Melby, K., Pylkkänen, A., Rosenbeck, B. & Carlsson Wetterberg, C. (eds.), The Nordic
Model of Marriage and the Welfare State. 

Rönnbäck, Josefin, 2001, ‘Rätt är makt: rösträtten som mål och medel för Landsföreningen för kvinnans
politiska rösträtt’, in Florin, Christina and Kvarnström, Lars, Kvinnor på gränsen till medborgarskap.

Neunsinger, Silke, 2001, ‘I nationens intresse: Svenska och tyska kvinnors strid för rätten till arbete’, in
Florin, Christina and Kvarnström, Lars, Kvinnor på gränsen till medborgarskap.

Plymoth, Birgitta, 2001, ‘Kvinnors “medborgerliga“ möjligheter: Kvinnor och fattigvård under sent 1800-tal’,
in Florin, Christina and Kvarnström, Lars, Kvinnor på gränsen till medborgarskap.

* Wegerman, Leif, 2004, ‘Försörjd av sin hustru: Arbetslöshetshjälpen i Stockholm under mellankrigstiden’,
in Svanström, Yvonne and Östberg, Kjell, Än män då? Kön och feminism i Sverige under 150 år. 

Political Science:

Bacchi, Carol Lee, 1999, Women, Policies and Politics, New York: Sage, pp. 1–64, 93–111. 

* Carbin, Maria & Tornhill, Sofie, 2004, ‘Intersektionalitet – ett användbart begrepp?’, Kvinnovetenskapligt
tidskrift, No. 3, pp.112–125.

Dahlerup, Drude, 2004, ‘Feministisk partipolitik. Om skillnader i svensk och dansk jämställdhetspolitik’, in
Florin, Christina and Bergqvist, Christina (eds.), Framtiden i samtiden. Könsrelationer i förändring i Sverige
och i omvärlden, Stockholm: Institute for Future Studies, pp. 234–263.

Dahlerup, Drude & Freidenvall, Lenita, 2008, Kvotering, Stockholm: SNS. 

de los Reyes, Paulina, Molina, Irene and Mulinari, Diana, 2005, Maktens (o)lika förklädnader, Stockholm:
Atlas. 
Florin, Christina and Nilsson, Bengt, 2000, ‘Något som liknar en oblodig revolution’: Jämställdhetens
politisering under 1960- och 70-talen, Umeå: Umeå University.

Freidenvall, Lenita, 2006, Vägen till Varannan Damernas. Om kvinnorepresentation, kvotering och
kandidaturval i svensk politik 1970-2002, pp. 57–83 (Chapters 4-5).
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Hirdman, Yvonne, 1990, ‘Genussystemet’, in Demokrati och Makt i Sverige, SOU 1990:44, pp. 73–84.

* Htun, Mala, 2004, ‘Is Gender Like Ethnicity? The Political Representation of Identity Groups’, Perspectives
on Politics, Vol. 2, No. 3, pp. 439–458. 

* Magnusson, Eva, 2000, ‘Party-Political Rhetoric on Gender Equality in Sweden: The Uses of Uniformity
and Heterogeneity’, Nordic Journal of Women’s Studies, Vol. 8, pp. 78–92.
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