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Beslut

Denna kursplan är fastställd av Kriminologiska institutionen vid Stockholms universitet.

Förkunskapskrav och andra villkor för tillträde till kursen

Kandidatexamen med minst 90 hp i samhällsvetenskapligt huvudområde, eller motsvarande. Svenska 3 och
Engelska 6.

Kursens uppläggning

Provkod Benämning Högskolepoäng

1001 Begrepp, data och analysmetoder - individuell examination 7.5

Kursens innehåll

Aim of the course is to provide students with an overview of concepts and theories in life course criminology.
Furthermore, the course will focus on issues arising in the collection and operationalization of longitudinal
data as well as on an introduction to quantitative research methods needed to answer questions arising in life
course criminology. The course language will be English

Förväntade studieresultat

After completing the course, students should be able to
1-describe and discuss common theories and concepts in life course criminology
2-demonstrate knowledge of research approaches in longitudinal criminological research
3-analyze criminal careers & risk factors of criminal behavior from a life course perspective
4-synthesize the gained knowledge by developing their own research question and approach or analyze a
theoretical issue thoroughly

Undervisning

The teaching consists of lectures, seminars, lab sessions and individual and group exercises. Attendance of
seminars and lab sessions is obligatory.

Kunskapskontroll och examination

To pass this course students must: 
1) attend all obligatory teaching sessions and actively participate in discussion showing familiarity with the
course readings (pass/fail)
2) complete individual and group assignments (pass/fail) and present findings (pass/fail)
3) write a final paper showing independent thinking (A-F), see specification below.
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Using concepts, materials and discussions of the course, students are required to submit a paper in one of the
following forms: 
• reflecting and thoroughly analyzing an issue arising from the topics covered in the course; or 
• a research proposal incorporating a short literature review, and setting out in detail a plan to do empirical
research in life course criminology; or 
• a research project on one of these topics using readily available data 

The paper should be approximately 10 pages long.

Grade Criteria
The grading system is the ESCT 7 grade scale. A combined assessment is made when deciding whether the
various parts of the course requirements have been satisfied. An analyzing and independent relation to the
presented material is decisive for the higher grades. 

A: is able to describe, analyze and critically reflect in an excellent manner and very independently, with
regard to existing course requirements. Excellent theoretical understanding. 

B: is able to describe, analyze and critically reflect in a very good manner and independently, with regard to
existing course requirements. Very thorough theoretical understanding.

C: is able to describe, analyze and critically reflect in a good manner and with a certain amount of
independence, with regard to existing course requirements. Thorough theoretical understanding. 

D: is able to describe, analyze and critically reflect relatively well and with some amount of independence,
with regard to existing course requirements. Good theoretical understanding. 

E: is able to describe, analyze and critically reflect satisfactorily, with regard to existing course requirements.
Some theoretical understanding.

Fx: has described, analyzed and reflected insufficiently, with regard to existing course requirements.
Insufficient theoretical understanding. 

F: has described, analyzed and reflected very insufficiently, or not all, with regard to existing course
requirements. Very insufficient theoretical understanding.

Övergångsbestämmelser

I det fallet att kursen inte längre ges, eller att kursinnehållet har ändrats på väsentliga punkter gäller följande:
Under en treterminsperiod har studenten rätt att en gång per termin examineras enligt denna kursplan.

Begränsningar

Kan ej tas med i examen tillsammans med kursen  Brott ur ett livsförloppsperspektiv (AKA114).

Kurslitteratur

Main reading
Benson, M. (2013) Crime and the life course. An introduction. 2nd edition. New York: Routledge. (ca. 200
pages)

Jennings, W.G. & Piquero, A.R. (2009) Life course criminology. In J.M. Miller (ed.) 21st century
criminology: a reference handbook. Thousand Oaks: Sage. Pp. 262-271. 

Theories and concepts: theories and critics
Giordano, P.C. et al. (2002) Gender, crime, and desistance: toward a theory of cognitive transformation.
American Journal of Sociology, 107(4): 990-1064.

Hirschi, T. & Gottfredson, M.R. (2000) In defense of self-control. Theoretical Criminology, 4:55-69. 

Moffitt, T.E. (1993) ‘Adolescence-Limited' and 'Life-Course-Persistent' Antisocial Behavior: A
Developmental Taxonomy. Psychological Review, 100:674-701.

Pratt, T.C. & Cullen, F.T. (2000) The empirical status of Gottfredson and Hirschi’s general theory of crime: a
meta-analysis. Criminology, 38(3):931-964.

Sampson, R.J. & Laub, J.H. (1993) Crime in the Making: Pathways and Turning Points Through Life.
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Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. (Chapter 1, pp. 6-24.)

Skardhamar, T. (2009). Reconsidering the theory on adolescent-limited and life-course persistent anti-social
behavior. British Journal of Criminology, 49:863-878.

Theories and concepts: age-crime curve, criminal careers
Blumstein et al. (1988) Criminal Career Research: Its Value for Criminology. Criminology, 26:1–36.

Bouffard, L.A. (2009) Age and crime. In J.M. Miller (ed.) 21st century criminology: a reference handbook.
Thousand Oaks: Sage. Pp. 28-36. 

National Research Council. Criminal Careers and "Career Criminals," Volume I. Washington, DC: The
National Academies Press, 1986. (chapter 1, pp. 12-30 & chapter 4, pp. 96-108)
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?record_id=922&page=12

Tittle, C.R. & Grasmick, H.G. (1998) Criminal behavior and age: A test of three provocative hypotheses.
Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology , 88(1):309-342.

Theories and concepts: Family risk factors and child behavior
Farrington, D.P., Coid, J.W. & Murray, J. (2009) Family factors in the intergenerational transmission of
offending. Criminal Behavior and Mental Health, 19(2):109-124.

Shaw, D.S. & Gross, H.E. (2008) What have we learned about early childhood and the development of
delinquency? In A.M. Liberman (Ed). The Long View of Crime: a synthesis of longitudinal research. New
York: Springer. Pp. 79-127.

Theories and concepts: Adolescence, peers, and schools
Haynie, D.L. & Osgood, D.W. (2005) Reconsidering peers and delinquency: how do peers matter? Social
Forces, 84(2):1109-1130.

Payne, A.A. & Welch, K. (2013) The impact of schools and education on antisocial behavior over the
lifecourse. In C.L. Gibson & M. Krohn. Handbook of life course criminology. New York: Springer. Pp. 93-
110.

Steketee, M. (2012) The lifestyles of youth and their peers. In J. Junger-Tas (Ed.) The many faces of youth
crime: contrasting theoretical perspectives on juvenile delinquency across countries and cultures. New York:
Springer. Pp. 237-255.

Theories and concepts: Adulthood, life course transitions, desistance
Carlsson, C. (2012) Using Turning points to understand processes of change in offending. British Journal of
Criminology, 52:1-16.

Siennick, S.E. & Osgood, D.W. (2008) A review of research on the impact on crime of transitions to adult
roles. In A.M. Liberman (Ed). The long view of crime: a synthesis of longitudinal research. New York:
Springer. Pp. 161-187.

Sampson, R.J. & Laub, J.H. (2003) Desistance from crime over the life course. In J.T. Mortimer & M.J.
Shanahan. Handbook of the life course. New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers. Pp.295-309.

Longitudinal data methodology
Roberts, J. & Horney, J. (2010) The life event calendar method in criminological research. In A.R. Piquero &
D. Weisburd (eds.) Handbook of quantitative criminology. New York: Springer. Pp. 289-312. 

Menard, S. (2002) Longitudinal Research. Second Edition. Sage University Papers Series on Quantitative
Applications in the Social Sciences, 07-76. Thousand Oaks: Sage. (chapters: introduction, purposes, design,
and issues in longitudinal research, ca. 50 p.)

Longitudinal research methods
Voluntary reading: Field, A. (2009) Discovering statistics using SPSS (chapter 8 regression analysis &
chapter 19 logistic regression analysis)

Approximately 200 pages may be added.
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