
Course literature – Contemporary 
Middle Eastern history: 1820-2020 

 
Required Book 
• Kayali, Hasan. Imperial Resilience: The Great War's End, Ottoman 

Longevity, and Incidental Nations. (Univ of California Press, 2021).	
ISBN: 9780520343702. 

• Blumi, Isa. Destroying Yemen: What Chaos in Arabia Tells Us about 
the World (University of California Press, 2018). 

 
Articles 
• Alkorani, Joud. "“Some kind of family”: Hijra between people and 

places." Contemporary Islam 15, no. 1 (2021): 17-33.  
• Alloul, Jaafar. "Leaving Europe, aspiring access: Racial capital and its 

spatial discontents among the Euro-Maghrebi minority." Journal of 
Immigrant & Refugee Studies 18, no. 3 (2020): 313-325. 

• Achilli, Luigi. "Disengagement from politics: Nationalism, political 
identity, and the everyday in a Palestinian refugee camp in Jordan." 
Critique of anthropology 34, no. 2 (2014): 234-257. 

• Akins, James E. "The oil crisis: this time the wolf is here." Foreign 
Affairs 51, no. 3 (1973): 462-490. 

• Alissa, Reem. "The oil town of Ahmadi since 1946: from colonial town 
to nostalgic city." Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the 
Middle East 33, no. 1 (2013): 41-58.  

• Ates, Sabri. "Bones of Contention: Corpse Traffic and Ottoman-Iranian 
Rivalry in Nineteenth-Century Iraq." Comparative Studies of South 
Asia, Africa and the Middle East 30, no. 3 (2010): 512-532. 

• Blumi, Isa. "Looking beyond the tribe: abandoning paradigms to write 
social history in Yemen during World War I." New Perspectives on 
Turkey 22 (2000): 117-143.  

• Blumi, Isa. "Imperial Equivocations Britain’s Temperamental 
Mobilization of the Caliphate, 1912-1924." Rivista italiana di storia 
internazionale 4, no. 1 (2021): 149-173. 

• Bsheer, Rosie. "How Mohammed bin Salman Has Transformed Saudi 
Arabia." The Nation 21 (2018).  

• Davidson, Christopher M. "Arab nationalism and British opposition in 
Dubai, 1920–66." Middle Eastern Studies 43, no. 6 (2007): 879-892. 

• Eggert, Jennifer Philippa. "Female fighters and militants during the 
Lebanese Civil War: Individual profiles, pathways, and motivations." 
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism (2018): 1-30. 

• Elyachar, Julia. "Mappings of power: The state, NGOs, and 
international organizations in the informal economy of Cairo." 



Comparative Studies in Society and History 45, no. 3 (2003): 571-
605. 

• Fahmy, Khaled. "The police and the people in nineteenth-century 
Egypt." Welt Des Islams 39 (1999): 340-377.  

• Fruchter-Ronen, Iris. "Black September: The 1970–71 events and their 
impact on the formation of Jordanian national identity." Civil Wars 10, 
no. 3 (2008): 244-260.  

• Fuccaro, Nelida. "Shaping the urban life of oil in Bahrain:consumerism, 
leisure, and public communication in Manama and in the oil camps, 
1932–1960s." Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the 
Middle East 33, no. 1 (2013): 59-74. 

• Gasiorowski, Mark J. "US Perceptions of the Communist Threat in Iran 
during the Mossadegh Era." Journal of Cold War Studies 21, no. 3 
(2019): 185-221. 

• GEK. "Arab Nationalism and 'Nasserism'." The World Today (1958): 
532-542. 

• Hägerdal, Nils. "Ethnic cleansing and the politics of restraint: Violence 
and coexistence in the Lebanese Civil War." Journal of Conflict 
Resolution 63, no. 1 (2019): 59-84. 

• Hanssen, Jens. "“Malhamé–Malfamé”: Levantine Elites and 
Transimperial Networks on the Eve of the Young Turk Revolution." 
International Journal of Middle East Studies 43, no. 1 (2011): 25-48. 

• Haugbolle, Sune. "Public and private memory of the Lebanese civil 
war." Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 
25, no. 1 (2005): 191-203. 

• Herf, Jeffrey. "The US State Department's Opposition to Zionist 
Aspirations during the Early Cold War: George F. Kennan and George 
C. Marshall in 1947–1948." Journal of Cold War Studies 23, no. 4 
(2021): 153-180.  

• Hourani, Najib. "Transnational pathways and politico-economic power: 
globalisation and the Lebanese civil war." Geopolitics 15, no. 2 (2010): 
290-311. 

• Hourani, Najib. "Capitalists in Conflict: The Lebanese Civil War 
Reconsidered." Middle East Critique 24, no. 2 (2015): 137-160. 

• Ismael, Jacqueline, Shereen Ismael, and Chris Langille. "Post-conflict 
reconstruction and women in the Muslim world." Arab Studies 
Quarterly 33, no. 1 (2011): 23-43. 

• Keelan, Emma Patricia, and Brendan Ciarán Browne. "Problematising 
resilience: development practice and the case of Palestine." 
Development in Practice 30, no. 4 (2020): 459-471. 

• Lorenz, Fredrick Walter. "The “Second Egypt”: Cretan Refugees, 
Agricultural Development, and Frontier Expansion in Ottoman 
Cyrenaica, 1897–1904." International Journal of Middle East Studies 
53, no. 1 (2021): 89-105. 

• Nagel, Caroline, and Lynn Staeheli. "International donors, NGOs, and 
the geopolitics of youth citizenship in contemporary Lebanon." 
Geopolitics 20, no. 2 (2015): 223-247. 



• Norton, Augustus Richard. "The role of Hezbollah in Lebanese domestic 
politics." The International Spectator 42, no. 4 (2007): 475-491. 

• Pascoe, Stephen. "A “Weapon of the Weak” Electric Boycotts in the 
Arab Levant and the Global Contours of Interwar Anti-Imperialism." 
Radical History Review 2019, no. 134 (2019): 116-141. 

• Razzaq Takriti, Abdel. "Colonial Coups and the War on Popular 
Sovereignty." The American Historical Review 124, no. 3 (2019): 878-
909. 

• Schofield, Richard "The crystallisation of a complex territorial dispute: 
Britain and the Saudi-Abu Dhabi borderland, 1966–71." Journal of 
Arabian Studies 1, no. 1 (2011): 27-51. 

• Sozer, Brendan. "Development of proxy relationships: a case study of 
the Lebanese Civil War." Small Wars & Insurgencies 27, no. 4 (2016): 
636-658. 

• Takeyh, Ray. "The Iran-Iraq War: A Reassessment." The Middle East 
Journal 64, no. 3 (2010): 365-383. 

• Vitalis, Robert. "Black gold, white crude: An essay on American 
Exceptionalism, hierarchy, and hegemony in the Gulf." Diplomatic 
History 26.2 (2002): 185-213. 

• Watts, Sheldon. “From Rapid Change to Stasis: Official Responses to 
Cholera in British-Ruled India and Egypt: 1860-1921.” Journal of World 
History, vol. 12, no. 2, (2001) pp. 321-374. 

• Zunes, Stephen. "The US invasion of Iraq: the military side of 
globalization." Globalizations 6, no. 1 (2009): 99-105. 

 
Suggested Online Archival Resources 
Students are asked to consult one or all of the following online sources of 
primary documents to produce the final paper expected to pass this course: 
 
https://www.agda.ae/en 
(established by the UAE government, consisting of documents taken from the 
British Public Records Office) 
	
https://www.qdl.qa/en 
(established by the government of Qatar, consisting of documents taken from 
the British Public Records Office and the India Office Records) 
 
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/kennedy 
(This is for documents produced by the Kennedy Administration) 

Other documents produced by the US archives, covering for instance, the events 
in the Persian Gulf: 

https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1961-63v17 

https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1955-57v13 

https://search.library.wisc.edu/digital/AFRUS 



http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/cgi-bin/FRUS/FRUS-
idx?type=header&id=FRUS.FRUS1919v02  

Here is a neat example of how the US were concerned with communist/workers 
influence...in Kuwait, 1955 

https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1955-57v13/d114 


