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IMPRESS Course Information: Global Climate and Environmental Politics (7, 5) 

Comprehensive reading list 

Course books 
 
Harris, Paul G. (2021). Pathologies of Climate Governance: International Relations, 
National Politics and Human Nature. Cambridge University Press. Chapters 1, 3, 8, 9, 10. 
110 pages. 
 
Morin, Jean-Frederic, Amandine Orsini, and Sikina Jinnah. (2020). Global Environmental 
Politics: Understanding the Governance of the Earth. Oxford University Press. Chapters 3, 4, 
7 and 8. 140 pages. 
 
Bäckstrand, Karin & Eva Lövbrand (eds.). (2015). Research Handbook on Climate 
Governance. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar. Chapters, 9, 10, 11, 12, 17, 22, 23, 26, 29, 38, 44 
and 45. 164 pages.  
 

Book chapters and articles (texts marked with * indicate further/optional reading) 
 
Allan, Jennifer. I. (2019). Dangerous Incrementalism of the Paris Agreement. Global 
Environmental Politics 19(1), 4-11. https://doi.org/10.1162/glep_a_00488 
 
Allan, Jennifer. I., Roger, C. B., Hale, T. N., Bernstein, S., Tiberghien, Y., & Balme, R. 
(2021). Making the Paris Agreement: Historical Processes and the Drivers of Institutional 
Design. Political Studies, 1-21. https://doi-org.ezp.sub.su.se/10.1177/003232172110492 
 
*Bäckstrand, Karin Jonathan W. Kuyper, Björn-Ola Linnér & Eva Lövbrand. (2017). Non-
state actors in global climate governance: from Copenhagen to Paris and 
beyond. Environmental Politics 26(4), 561-579. https://doi.org/10.1080/09644016.201 
 
Bernstein, Steven. (2020). The absence of great power responsibility in global environmental 
politics. European Journal of International Relations 26(1): 8–32.  
https://doi-org.ezp.sub.su.se/10.1177/13540661198596 
 
* Busby, Joshua W. Johannes Urpelainen. (2020). Following the Leaders? How to Restore 
Progress in Global Climate Governance. Global Environmental Politics 2020; 20(4): 99–121. 
https://doi.org/10.1162/glep_a_00562 
 
*Bäckstrand, Karin & Ole Elgström. (2013). The EU’s role in climate change negotiations. 
From Leader to Leadiator. Journal of European Public Policy 20(10): 1369-1386. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1350 
 
Clémencon, Raymond (2016). Two Sides of the Paris Climate Agreement; Dismal Failure or 
Historic Breakthrough. Journal of Environment and Development 25(1): 3-24. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1070496516631362 
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Dorsch, M. J., & Flachsland, C. (2017). A Polycentric Approach to Global Climate 
Governance. Global Environmental Politics 17(2), 45-64. 
https://doi.org/10.1162/GLEP_a_00400 
 
Dryzek, John S. & Hayley Stevenson (2011). Global Democracy and Earth System 
Governance. Ecological Economics 70(11), 1865–1874. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2011.01.021 
 
Elsässer, Joshua P., Hickmann, Thomas., Jinnah, Sikina. et al. (2022) Institutional interplay 
in global environmental governance: lessons learned and future research. Int Environ 
Agreements 22, 373–391. https://doi-org.ezp.sub.su.se/10.1007/s10784-022-09569-4 
 
*Hovi, Jon, Sprinz, Detlef F, Sælen, Håkon, & Underdal, Arild. (2019). The club approach: a 
gateway to effective climate co-operation? British Journal of Political Science 49(3), 1071-
1096. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0007123416000788 
 
*Falkner, Robert (2016). The Paris Agreement and the new logic of international climate 
politics. International Affairs 92(5): 1107–1125. 
 
*Harris, Paul G. (2022). Routledge Handbook of Global Environmental Politics. Routledge, 
London. Chapters 1, 3, 4. (Intro and theoretical perspectives) 
 
*Jordan, Andrew, Dave Huitema, Mikael Hildén, Harro van Asselt, Tim J. Rayner, Jonas J. 
Schoenefeld, Jale Tosun, Johanna Forster & Elin L. Boasson. (2015). Emergence of 
polycentric climate governance and its future prospects. Nature Climate Change 5, 977-982.  
 
*Jordan, Andrew, Harro van Asselt, Frans Berkhout, Dave Huitema & Tim Rayner. (2012). 
Understanding the Paradoxes of Multilevel Governing: Climate Change Policy in the 
European Union. Global Environmental Politics 12(2), 43-66.  
 
*Keohane, Robert O. & David G. Victor. (2011). The Regime Complex for Climate Change. 
Perspectives on Politics, 9(1), 7-23. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1537592710004068 
 
Kinley, Richard, Michael Zammit Cutajar, Yvo de Boer & Christiana Figueres. (2021). 
Beyond good intentions, to urgent action: Former UNFCCC leaders take 
stock of thirty years of international climate change negotiations. Climate Policy 21(5), 593-
603. https://doi.org/10.1080/14693062.2020 
 
Nasiritousi, Naghmeh, Mattias Hjerpe & Karin Bäckstrand. (2016). Normative arguments for 
non-state actor participation in international policymaking processes: Functionalism, 
neocorporatism or democratic pluralism? European Journal of International Relations 22(4), 
920-943. https://doi.org/10.1177/1354066115608926 
 
*Nasiritousi, Naghmeh, Mattias Hjerpe & Björn-Ola Linnér. (2016). The roles of non-state 
actors in climate change governance: understanding agency through governance profiles. 
International Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics 16(1), 109-126.  
 
Oberthür, Sebastian & Ingmar von Homeyer. (2022). From emissions trading to 
the European Green Deal: the evolution of the climate policy mix and climate policy 
integration in the EU. Journal of European Public Policy. 
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https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2022.2120528 
 
Okereke, C. and Coventry, P. (2016). Climate justice and the international regime: before, 
during, and after Paris. WIREs Clim Change 7, 834-851. https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.419 
 
*Paterson, M. (2014). Theoretical Perspectives on International Environmental Politics. In M. 
M. Betsill, K. Hochstetler, & D. Stevis (Eds.), Advances in International Environmental 
Politics, (pp. 45-77). London: Palgrave Macmillan UK. 
 
Pattberg, P., Kaiser, C., Widerberg, O. et al. (2022). 20 Years of global climate change 
governance research: taking stock and moving forward. Int Environ Agreements 22: 295–315. 
https://doi-org.ezp.sub.su.se/10.1007/s10784-022-09568-5 
 
Pearse, Rebecca. (2017). Gender and climate change. WIREs Clim Change 8, e451. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/wcc.451 
 
*Rajamani, Lavanya, Louise Jeffery, Niklas Höhne, Frederic Hans, Alyssa Glass, Gaurav 
Ganti & Andreas Geiges. (2021). National ‘fair shares’ in reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
within the principled framework of international environmental law. Climate Policy, 21(8), 
983-1004. https://doi.org/10.1080/14693062.202 
 
*Saerbeck, Barbara, Mareike Well, Helge Jörgens, Alexandra Goritz, Nina Kolleck. (2020). 
Brokering Climate Action: The UNFCCC Secretariat Between Parties and Nonparty 
Stakeholders. Global Environmental Politics 20(2), 105–127. 
https://doi.org/10.1162/glep_a_00556 
 
*Scoones, Ian. (2016). The Politics of Sustainability and Development. Annual Review of 
Environment and Resources 41(1), 293-319. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ-
110615-090039 
 
Skjærseth, Jon Birger. (2017). The European Commission’s Shifting Climate Leadership. 
Global Environmental Politics 17(2), 84-104.  
 
*Stoddard I, Anderson K, Capstick S, Carton W, Depledge J, Facer K, Gough C, Hache F, 
Hoolohan C, Hultman M, Hällström N, Kartha S, Klinsky S, Kuchler M, Lövbrand E, 
Nasiritousi N, Newell P, Peters GP, Sokona Y, Stirling A, Stilwell M, Spash C, Williams M. 
(2021). Three decades of climate mitigation: why haven't we bent the global emissions 
curve? Annual Review of Environment and Resources 46(1), 653-689. 
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-environ-012220-011104 
 
Thew, Harriet, Lucie Middlemiss & Jouni Paavola. (2021). Does youth participation increase 
the democratic legitimacy of UNFCCC-orchestrated global climate change governance? 
Environmental Politics 30(6), 873-894. https://doi.org/10.1080/09644016.2020 
 
*Underdal, Arild. (2017). Climate Change and International Relations (After Kyoto). Annual 
Review of Political Science 20(1), 169-188. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-052715-
111713 
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Unger, Charlotte Mar, Kathleen A. and Gürtler, Konrad. (2020). A club’s contribution to 
global climate governance: the case of the Climate and Clean Air Coalition. Palgrave 
Communications 6(99). 
 
*van der Ven, Hamish and Yixian Sun. (2021). Varieties of Crises: Comparing the Politics of 
COVID-19 and Climate Change. Global Environmental Politics 21(1), 13–22. 
https://doi.org/10.1162/glep_a_00590 
 
*Vegard H. Tørstad. (2020). Participation, ambition and compliance: 
can the Paris Agreement solve the effectiveness trilemma? Environmental Politics 29:5, 761-
780. https://doi.org/10.1080/09644016.201 
 
* Wewerinke-Singh, Margaretha & Diana Hinge Salili. (2020). Between negotiations and 
litigation: Vanuatu’s perspective on loss and damage from climate change. Climate Policy 
20(6), 681-692. https://doi.org/10.1080/14693062.2019.1 
 
Widerberg, Oscar (2016). ‘Mapping Institutional Complexity in the Anthropocene. A 
Network Approach’. In Philipp Pattberg and Fariborz Zelli (eds.), Environmental politics and 
governance in the anthropocene: institutions and legitimacy in a complex world. Chapter 6. 
 
Additional texts may be included. Individual texts may be swapped out. 
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